
Minutes of  Wokefield Parish Council Quarterly Meeting 
20th January 2021 held remotely 

Via Googlemeet from 7.30pm 

  

 
Chairman’s signature: ………………………………………………….    Date: ……………………………………….  

(Prepared by: SF 7.12.20) 

A Open Forum 
It was acknowledged that it was difficult having an open forum during the current 
pandemic.   It was confirmed that comments/issues had been invited via the 
website as had how to join the meeting if desired as current guidelines did not 
allow for notices to be placed on the boards.  Nothing had been received.  
 

 

B Present: 
Cllr Richard Thorne (RT) 
Cllr Chris Faulkner (CF) 
Cllr Jim Thompson (JT) 
Cllr Debbie Fisher (DF) 
Cllr David Gurney (DG) 
In attendance: 
Cllr Graham Bridgman (GB) 
Mrs Sandra Faulkner (Interim Clerk) 
Meeting opened at:  19:30 

 

1 Apologies, Absences and Quorum 
a)  Apologies had been received from Royce Lanton. 

b) Absences None 

c)  Quorum:  The Clerk declared the Meeting to be quorate. 

 

2 Declarations of Interest by Councillors 
Block dispensation had been agreed and issued as all councillors had an interest in 
the precept. 

 

3 Minutes of the quarterly Council Meeting held on 21st October 2020 
The Minutes of the quarterly Council Meeting held on 21st October 2020 had 
been circulated by email.    At point 8 it should read CF suggested look at % willing 
to pay for the service.   The minutes were agreed to be correct once this had been 
clarified. 
Proposed by:  Cllr Chris Faulkner 
Seconded by:  Cllr David Gurney 
In Agreement:  All 
 
It was agreed the Chairman would sign the minutes once the Clerk could deliver 
them to him as it was not possible to do this remotely.  
 

 

 4 Matters Arising 
4a Matters Arising from 14th October 2019 
11 – WPC IT equipment – JT confirmed that e-mail addresses had now been set up 
and encouraged all to use this.   DG asked if it would be possible to see this through 
gmail.  CF pointed out that if forward the emails it defeated the object of having a 
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separate email address for privacy.   DG to see if it was possible to set up to view in 
gmail whilst still separate. 
 
 4b Matters Arising from 20 January 2020  
13  – Any Other Business – Parking outside Scout Hut – DF had written to AWE 
Liaison Committee asking for their assistance considering their knowledge and 
expertise.   No outcome as yet.     A meeting had been held on site and the proposal 
for an entry into a compound across the ditch appeared to be well received.   RT to 
approach David Gardner but felt the need to include a plan within the 
correspondence.   DF confirmed she had emailed information to RT.     It was 
possible that Mortimer Relief in Need charity may be willing to help with funding. 
 
4c Matters Arising from 21 October 2020 
10 - Any Other Business - AWE Stream not running - DF confirmed this had been 
raised with them.    RT observed that the Burghfield Brook had been overflowing 
back into the carpark the previous weekend despite previously receiving an e-mail 
that it had been inspected and there were no problems.    RT would forward 
photographs he had taken to AWE in further correspondence to them.  
 

DG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RT 

5 District Councillors’ Reports  
GB had forwarded monthly reports.   JT raised the issue of the Grazeley Garden 
Village.   GB confirmed MOD had put an objection to Wokingham Local Plan that 
included Grazeley and he believed Wokingham were now looking at alternative 
sites.   The results of a judicial review were still awaited.  
 
GB confirmed that there was much on facebook regarding the COVID vaccinations. 
He advised that it was not rolling out in West Berks as early as in some parts of the 
country but that it was felt things would catch up in the not too distant future.  
 
CF asked if the AWE zone changes had had an affect on other things within the 
district.   He was aware that West Berks were advising an individual that they had 
to put up a secure building within a planning application and saying this was 
because if there was an accident at AWE there had to be a safe place to go.   GB 
advised he had not heard of that but said the DPZ had an effect and was aware 
some building had been turned down because on edge of DPZ.     RT asked as to 
why saying no cause for alarm, nothing had changed and yet increased DPZ.    GB 
explained that if something happened, due to the nature of the work there would 
need to be a big area but he felt they were also saying nothing was going to go 
wrong.   RT asked as to why it appeared to only be Burghfield that was affected as 
he was aware there was building occurring within 100m of the fence at 
Aldermaston.  There was also nuclear material at Aldermaston and yet the DPZ had 
not been increased.     RT wondered if the increased DPZ for Burghfield was 
connected to the buildings that were set to be built and what implications this 
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meant for what was the planned use for these buildings.   GB advised that the DPZ 
had to be based on what they were already undertaking, it could not be increased 
on what they planned to do in the future.   DF confirmed that within the Liaison 
committee meetings they had been informed that the new buildings would have 
multiple uses but nothing of a nuclear nature would be contained within the 
building.     CF and RT both commented that 30m high chimneys were not needed 
for offices.   RT considered due to the nature of what they were doing they must 
plan years in advance and this seemed an intrusive building as Burghfield was much 
smaller than Aldermaston site.   DF advised that new buildings were also being built 
at Aldermaston so that old buildings could be decommissioned.  
 

6 Goring Lane Speed Limit Concerns/Possible Footway 
RT apologised that he had not managed to attend the zoom conference regarding 
this.   GB was engaging with West Berks and suggested a possible first step would 
be to make a video from New Road to the old Bell so this can be shared.    RT asked 
if it would be possible to have a site meeting.    GB advised a site meeting would 
not be possible at the moment.    It was agreed that a video would be made.  
 

 

7 Review of Standing Orders 
DF observed that there did not appear to be any requirement for any changes.   CF 
agreed that they still appeared to be relevant at the moment.   JT pointed out no 
new assets had been secured nor had assets been disposed of.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

8 Financial Regulations Review 
DF reported that the NALC regulations were pages long, however as Wokefield was 
a very small parish with no assets or infrastructure she suggested it was probably 
better to stay with what currently had.    Everyone was happy with this.  
 

 
 

9 Financial Matters 
 
9.1 Bank Balance 
This currently stood at £6,359.54 as at 8 January 2021.     This compared with 
£6,222 January 2020. 
 

 
 
 

10 Precept for 2021/22 
Last year the precept had been submitted for £2000.    No election was due for the 
coming financial year.    SF advised that the insurance had been set for a 3 year 
period but they were currently in the third year.    SF was asked to obtain quotes. 
 
DF did not feel the precept could be reduced further.    JT suggested expenses 
could be incurred if pursued the footway that would not normally be incurred.  
 

 
 
 
SF 
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DG proposed that precept be requested at £2000 again.   DF seconded this.   All in 
favour.  
 

 11 Any Other Business 
JT advised he had raised the issue of flooding between Pightle and Old Bell with 
West Berks.   The end of Goodboys Lane had flooded.   Gulleys had been cleared 
but local residents felt it was the drain below the road being blocked.   West Berks 
had advised this was responsibility of viporian owner, that it was not their 
responsibility.    GB suggested Geoff Mayes would be the person to contact 
regarding this.     DF questioned this as West Berks had previously advised any land 
that was not garden or farmland was council property.   GB agreed he found it 
strange that they were saying pipes under the roads were not the responsibility of 
highways.    CF advised he had read that details of what the local authority owned 
was different to and did not mean they were responsible for this.      He advised 
that a local resident had previously taken it upon himself to rod the drain under the 
road at the end of Goodboys Lane.   This individual had however recently moved. 
CF believed the reduced maintenance of verges by local authorities in recent years 
meant that problems were now being caused.  
 
DF felt frustrated that the Grazeley Green team had been helping maintain the 
verges in this area but had been advised by West Berks that they were not allowed 
to do this.   There needed to be a regular maintenance programme.   RT advised he 
and Alan Sumner had been asked to draw up a flood report back in 2007 for West 
Berks.   SF to seek copy of this.  
 
CF asked GB if other parishes had similar issues.   However nothing like this had 
been raised.   JT advised he would summarise the conversation in a note to GM and 
seek his advice before going back to West Berks.  
 
It was noted that Goring Lane had been closed twice because of incidents in the 
previous week.  
 
DF advised she had reported a pothole on Mans Hill.    She had also reported some 
fly tipping but understood this had been cleared.    DG to report issue on lane 
opposite Mans Hill.  
 
RT asked DF if there was any further news following her email regarding possible 
interest in Clerk position.    DF would approach as she had heard nothing further.  
 
JT expressed concerns with the quality of the googlemeet connections during the 
meeting.   He felt it had not been as good as the previous zoom meetings.    GB 
advised he was happy to host the meeting in May as would be a long meeting with 
AGM, etc.    He would send through an invite.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SF 
 
 
 
JT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GB 
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12 Date of next Council Meeting 
The next meeting was set for 5th May 2021.   This would be the AGM, APA and 
Quartely meetings so would start at 7pm.   As it was not known what restrictions 
would be this again would be held remotely. 
 

 

 Meeting Declared Closed 
Time:  20.59 

 


